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mosquito larvae in such settings may therefore be warranted in
order to prevent outbreaks of DF.
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Background: An outbreak of cholera involving 651 cases with
3 deaths (Case fatality rate of 2.12%) occurred in Plateau State
etween 7th May and 25th August, 2011. About 40.3% of the cases
ccurred at the Federal college of Education (FCE) Pankshin. As part
f public healthmeasures to control the outbreak andprevent simi-
ar re-occurrence, we assessed the knowledge, attitude and cholera
revention practices of the students of FCE Pankshin, Plateau State.
Methods: We enrolled 238 students in an analytical cross-
ectional study; the students were selected by stratiﬁed random
ampling technique. . We used pretested, semi-structured,
nterviewer administered questionnaire to collect data on socio-
emographic characteristics, knowledge and attitude on cholera
nd risk factors for cholera infection. Ethical clearancewasobtained
rom the school authorities. Data were analysed with Epi Info soft-
are version 3.5.1.
Results: Mean age 27.6 (Standard Deviation:7.6 years). Males
ere 61.5% (174). Fifty eight (20.2%) knew the cause and the mode
f transmission of cholera. 14.13% believed cholera is a spiritual
roblem while 91.51% knew it was a disease. Clinical signs of diar-
hoea and vomiting was known by 67(23.7%) of the students. The
ain water source was deep well (39.3%);however 197 (69.6%)
reated their water before drinking while 264(93.3%) covered their
rinking water .One hundred and fourty one (51.8%) did not prac-
ice hand washing with soap and water. Sanitary practices such as
proper disposal of waste away from the house/pit was done by
64 (93.3%) of the respondents. Open defecation was practiced by
9(25%) of the students off and on campus. A one day sensitization
eminar on the Prevention of cholera, emphasing the importance
f good personal hygiene and treatment of water before drinking
as organized for the students and Staff .
Conclusion: The Students lacked adequate knowledge on the
ause and preventive measures of cholera .Measures to prevent
ransmission of cholera were unsatisfactory. We recommended
hat monthly health sensitization seminar for Students and Staff
e implemented.
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Background: On June 15, 2010, 15 construction workers from
a downtown market building presented to a hospital in Vientiane
Capital complaining of fever with headache. An investigation was
conducted into the cause of fever, to ﬁnd additional cases and to
propose outbreak control recommendations.
Methods: A suspect case was deﬁned as all persons with fever
and headache working or living in a market construction site in
Vientiane from May 20 to July 1, 2010. Blood specimens were sent
for dengue fever (DF) NS1 and ELISA IgM laboratory testing at
the National Center for Laboratory and Epidemiology. Active case
ﬁnding was conducted by interviewing all living at the worksite.
An environmental investigation was conducted to describe health
threats and to direct public health response and control measures.
Results: We identiﬁed 27 cases and no deaths of the 130 per-
sons living at the construction site (attack rate 20.8%) with onset
of symptoms between May 28, 2010 and June 16, 2010. One of
three samples tested positive by DF NS1 rapid testing and ﬁve of
ten specimens tested positive for DF IgM infection by ELISA. Males
aged 15-24 year old were the most frequently infected (51.9%).
The outbreak epidemic curve depicted a point source. Workers
were from China (53.8%), Laos (30.8%) and Vietnam (15.4%) and no
cases were hospitalized. An environmental assessment conﬁrmed
an abundance of mosquito larvae in all residential areas and a lack
of evening bed net use.
Conclusion: Visiting workers from neighboring countries may
have different immunity to DF serotypes and therefore be at
increased for outbreaks in workplace settings. Efforts to reduce
